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There is a claim that one of the three Biblical
Magi( represent the three wise men(saint Balthasar,
saint Caspar, saint Melchior) went from Piravom.
The name Piravom in the local. Malayalam language
translates to “birth”. It is believed that the name
originated from a reference to the Nativity of Jesus.
There is a concentration of three churches named
after the Biblical Magi in and around Piravom, as
against only another three so named in the rest of
India.

Saint Caspar(otherwise known as St. Casper,
St. Gaspar, St. Kaspar, St. Jaspar and other
variations) along with St. Melchior and St. Balthasar,

represent the three wise men (Biblical Magi)
mentioned in the Bible in the Gospel of Matthew,
verses 2:1-9. Although the Bible does not specify
who or what the Magi were, since the seventh
century, the Magi have been identified in the
Western Church as Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.
St. Caspar and the other two are considered Saints
by the Catholic Church.

Some consider Caspar to be King
Gondophares (AD 21-c.AD 47) mentioned in the
Acts of Thomas. Others consider him to have come
from the southern parts o where, according to
tradition, Thomas the Apostle visited decades later.
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